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Announcementsinclude over 70 international leaders in the field, and feature
over 100 invited lecture and video presentations. In addition,
over 100 selected abstract and video presentations will be
made during the two-day meeting. Every topic in mitral
valve disease will covered, including guidelines, imaging,
etiologies and lesions across all age spectrums, surgical ap-
proaches, reconstructive techniques, replacement options,
catheter-based approaches, heart team strategies, and long-
term outcomes. In addition, all aspects of tricuspid valve dis-
ease and concomitant treatment of atrial fibrillation will be
covered in detail. With over 20 break-out sessions planned
in addition to 5 plenary lecture sessions and 4 expert
video/technique sessions planned for an expected attendance
of over 1000 participants, the 2013 Mitral Conclave prom-
ises to be the benchmark meeting in the field.
THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2013
 Plenary Sessions in Imaging and Pathoanatomy, Etiol-
ogies, Ischemic Mitral Regurgitation, Expert Tech-
nique and Video Presentations
 Breakout Sessions
 Conclave Honored Lecture
 Presentation of the Mitral Conclave Achievement
Award
 Roundtable Discussion on Mitral Replacement Op-
tions
 Breakout Sessions
 Cocktail ReceptionFRIDAY, MAY 3, 2013
 Plenary Sessions including Mini-Debates, Predicting
the Future, Expert Technique and Video Presentations
 Breakout Sessions
Breakout Session Topics
 Complex Mitral Valve Repair
 Tricuspid Valve Repair
 Mitral Valve Endocarditis
 Robotic Mitral Valve Repair
 Mitral Valve Replacement: Surgical and Interventional
 PercutaneousMitral Valve Repair and the COAPT Trial
 Pediatric Mitral and Tricuspid Valve Surgery
 Adult Congenital Mitral and Tricuspid Valve Surgery
 Improving the Mitral Literature: How to Report Out-
comes
 How to Become a Mitral Clinical Investigator
 Guidelines and Early Intervention
 Imaging in Everyday Practice
 Moderate Mitral Regurgitation
 Complications after Mitral Surgery
 Mitral Valve Re-Repair
 Rheumatic Mitral Valve Repair
 Minimally Invasive Approaches1154 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Sur Novel Devices
 Mitral Regurgitation in Heart Failure
 Annular Disease: Calcification, Abscess, Rupture
ACCREDITATION
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is accredited
by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Educa-
tion to provide continuing medical education for physicians.
This activity has been approved for AMA PRACategory 1
Credits.
For more information on the 2013 AATS Mitral Conclave,
please contact mitral@aats.org or visit www.aats.org/mitral.AATS Awards Applications
Now Available at www.aats.org
July 2013 Deadlines
Third JohnH.Gibbon Jr. Research Scholarship 2014-2016
provides an opportunity for research, training, and experi-
ence for North American surgeons committed to pursuing
an academic career in cardiothoracic surgery.
 Research program must be undertaken within the first
three years after completion of an approved North
American cardiothoracic residency.
 Applications for the scholarship must be submitted
during the candidate’s first two years in an academic
position.
 The scholarship will begin July 1, 2014, and conclude
on July 1, 2016.
 The Scholarship provides an annual stipend of $80,000
per year paid to the host institution for direct salary
support and related research expenses.
Deadline: July 1, 2013
Evarts A. Graham Memorial Traveling Fellowship,
2014-2015 grants support for training of international sur-
geons who have been regarded as having the potential for
later international thoracic surgical leadership.
 Candidate must be a non-North American who plans
a cardiothoracic surgery training program in a North
American center andwhohas not had extensive (exceed-
ing a total of six months in duration) clinical training in
North America prior to submitting an application.
 Candidate should have completed his/her formal train-
ing in general surgery and in thoracic and cardiovascular
surgery, but should not have reached a senior position.
 TheFellowship provides a stipendof $75,000US, ama-
jor portion of which is intended for living and travel ex-
penses incurred when visiting other medical centers.
Deadline: July 1, 2013gery c April 2013
AnnouncementsAATS Critical Care Scholarship provides an opportunity
for cardiothoracic surgery residents to attend the 2013 CVT
Critical Care conference on October 10-12, 2013, in Wash-
ington, DC Residents must be attending an ACGME accredited
cardiothoracic surgical training program in the United
States or RCPSC accredited cardiothoracic surgical
residency program in Canada.The Journal of Thoracic and Car The AATS will provide a stipend of $500 to the resi-
dent’s institution to help offset the cost of travel and
hotel accommodations.
 Recipients will received complimentary registration to
the Critical Care Conference.
 Participation is limited to one resident per institution
and up to 75 recipients will be selected for this award
on a first come first served basis.
Deadline: July 31, 2013The Western Thoracic Surgical
Association
Applications for Membership
The WTSA is now accepting Applications for Membership
online for active as well as the new candidate membership
status. Visit the WTSA Web site at www.westernthoraci-
c.org to read the complete membership eligibility require-
ments and to initiate an online application.
Active Member
$325.00 annually, plus $50.00 initiation fee
Applicant must meet all membership criteria, including but
not limited to:
 Reside within or have completed a cardiothoracic res-
idency training program within the geographic limits
of the Association.
 Have been engaged in the practice of thoracic and cardio-
vascular surgery for at least threeyears following comple-
tion of postgraduate training. If a candidate completed
his/her thoracic surgical residency in an institutionwithin
the geographic limits of theAssociation, such completion
may count towards one of the three years of practice.
 Have a full and unrestricted license to practicemedicine
in his or her respective state or province, and have a cur-
rent appointment on the surgical staff of a hospital with
no reportable action pending which could adversely af-
fect such applicant’s staff privileges at any hospital.
Candidate Member
$100.00 annuallyApplicant must meet all membership criteria, including but
not limited to:
 Be matched or enrolled in either a cardiothoracic sur-
gery education program accredited by the Residency
Review Committee for Thoracic Surgery under the au-
thority of the ACGME or a program approved for car-
diothoracic surgery education by the Royal College of
Surgeons of Canada—or their equivalency—from
within the Association’s geographic limits. Individuals
who have completed their education in one of the
above programs and are in the process of acquiring cer-
tification in cardiothoracic surgery by either the Amer-
ican Board of Thoracic Surgery or the Royal College
of Surgeons of Canada also are eligible to apply for
Candidate membership.
An application must include the following uploads: a photo;
a complete curriculum vitae with bibliography; and, for ac-
tive applicants, the 3 most significant articles that s/he per-
sonally wrote. The application must be completed and
submitted online by March 1, 2013, and all support letter(s)
(three for active applicants, one for candidates) uploaded by
that applicant’s sponsor(s) by March 31, 2013, in order for
the applicant to be considered for election to membership
at the 2013 Annual Meeting.WTSA 39th Annual Meeting
Save the Date!
June 26-29, 2013
The Coeur d’Alene
Coeur d’Alene, IdahoThe American Board of
Thoracic Surgery
Notices
The part I (written) examination was held on December 3. It
is planned that this examination will be given at multiple
sites throughout the United States using an electronic
format. The closing date for registration is August 1 eachyear. Those wishing to be considered for examination
must apply online at www.abts.org.
To be admissible for the Part II (oral) examination,
a candidate must have successfully completed the Part I
(written) examination.
A candidate applying for admission to the certifying
examination must fulfill all the requirements of the Board
in force at the time the application is received. Please ad-
dress all communications to the American Board ofdiovascular Surgery c Volume 145, Number 4 1155
